
IN OUR REARVIEW MIRROR — “Have I not commanded you? Be strong and courageous. Do not be 
frightened and do not be dismayed, for the LORD, your God is with you wherever you go.”

Wamego, KS. Thursday, December 27, 1900 

I found this article while sleuthing the newspaper archives. It was on page one of The Kansas Agriculturist 
under “Church Notes.” “Methodist Church — Large crowds continue to greet the pastor, Rev. Jas. B. 
Bollman, at every service. The attention is all that could be desired, the music inspiring and the interest 
deepening.”  

That was at the turn of the previous century. Christmas was over and the new year had almost begun. But 
that statement is just as true today if we substitute “Rev. Jas. B. Bollman” with “Rev. Michael Tomson-
DeGreeff ”. In 1900, worship was held in the wooden church located where Fellowship Hall stands today. 
Think of the transitions that have occurred at 600 Lincoln since then! 

The article goes on to say, “There is a marked interest in the work of the Epworth League (youth group). 
About 50 attended the service last Sunday evening. Sixty attended the prayer meeting last Thursday night. 
The meetings are live, helpful, and instructive.”

The numbers have grown but today there are numerous gatherings at Wamego UMC and I believe “live, 
helpful, and instructive” could be applied to all of them. Think of the transitions that have occurred between 
the founding of the Epworth League and today’s Bible Club during Wednesday Nights @600 Lincoln. 

The closing statement struck me as quite coincidental. I had to read it more than once to make sure I was 
reading the words on a scanned-in 119 year old news article correctly. “You are invited to “come and see.”” 

Transitions — The old is made new again. God is with us!
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